
AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

FACTS AND FIGURES
N.B.  Consultation on Suffolk, Norfolk and Devon Unitary Authority proposals currently underway (8 Dec 2009)
	AONB
	Area (sq km)
	Date of Designation Order
	Date of Confirmation Order
	Local authorities within AONB
	Coincidence with other designated areas

	Arnside & Silverdale
	75
	4 July 1972
	15 December 1972
	Counties: Cumbria, Lancashire

Districts: South Lakeland, 
City: Lancaster
	abuts the Lake District National Park

	Blackdown Hills
	370
	6 December 1990
	26 June 1991
	Counties: Devon, Somerset

Districts: East Devon, Mid Devon, South Somerset

Boroughs: Taunton Deane
	abuts the East Devon AONB 

	Cannock Chase
	68
	4 June 1958
	16 September 1958
	
	none

	Chichester Harbour
	74
	7 July 1963
	4 February 1964
	Counties: Hampshire, West Sussex

Districts: Chichester

Borough: Havant,
	none

	Chilterns
	833
	26 May 1964


	16 December 1965
	Counties: Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire

Districts: Aylesbury Vale, South Bucks, Chiltern, Wycombe, North Hertfordshire, Three Rivers, South Oxfordshire

Boroughs: Dacorum, Luton

Unitary Authority: Central Bedfordshire
	the AONB’s south-west boundary abuts the North Wessex Downs AONB along the Thames

	boundary variation
	
	14 November 1988
	14 March 1990
	
	

	Cornwall
	958
	22 April 1959
	25 November 1959
	Unitary: Cornwall County Council
	the AONB includes the 10 stretches of Cornwall Heritage Coast (235km).  It abuts the North Devon AONB 

	boundary variation (Camel Estuary)
	
	5 March 1981
	28 October 1983
	
	

	Cotswolds
	2,038
	22 February 1966
	19 August 1966
	Counties: Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, Warwickshire

Districts: Cotswold, Stroud, Wychavon, Cherwell, Stratford on Avon

Borough: Cheltenham, Tewkesbury

Unitary authorities: Bath and North East Somerset, South Gloucestershire Council, Wiltshire Council

	

	boundary variation
	
	28 November 1989
	21 December 1990
	
	

	Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire Downs
	983
	3 December 1981
	28 October 1983
	Counties: Dorset, Hampshire, Somerset, 

Districts: North Dorset, East Dorset, New Forest, Mendip, South Somerset, Salisbury, 

Unitary: Wiltshire County

Salisbury City Council
	abuts the Dorset AONB 

	Dedham Vale
	90
	26 February 1970
	20 May 1970
	Counties: Essex, Suffolk

Districts: Tendring, Babergh

Borough: Colchester
	

	boundary variation (Surrey Hill and Raydon)
	
	20 February  1978
	21 August 1978
	
	

	boundary variation (Nayland-with-Wissington)
	
	6 June 1991
	19 September 1991
	
	

	Dorset
	1,129
	31 December 1957
	29 July 1959
	Counties: Dorset, Somerset

Districts: North Dorset, Purbeck, West Dorset, South Somerset

Borough: Weymouth & Portland,
	abuts Cranborne Chase & W Wiltshire Downs and E Devon AONBs, and overlaps the W Dorset and Purbeck Heritage Coasts (91km) 

	East Devon
	268
	30 January 1963
	20 September 1963
	Counties: Devon

Districts: East Devon
	abuts Dorset and Blackdown Hills AONBs and coincides with E Devon Heritage Coast (27km)

	Forest of Bowland
	802
	27 February 1963
	10 February 1964
	Counties: Lancashire, North Yorkshire

Districts: Craven

Borough: Pendle, Ribble Valley, Wyre

City: Lancaster City, Preston City
	the north-east boundary abuts the Yorkshire Dales National Park

	High Weald
	1,460
	4 December 1980
	28 October 1983
	Counties: West Sussex, East Sussex, Kent, Surrey

Districts: Horsham, Mid Sussex, Rother, Wealden, Sevenoaks, Tandridge

Borough: Crawley, Hastings, Ashford, Tonbridge & Malling, Tunbridge Wells,
	none

	Howardian Hills
	204
	4 December 1986
	19 October 1987
	Counties: North Yorkshire

Districts: Hambleton, Ryedale
	abuts the North York Moors National Park

	Isle of Wight
	189
	27 March 1963
	20 September 1963
	Unitary Authority: Isle of Wight
	Tennyson and Hamstead Heritage Coast (45km)

	Isles of Scilly
	16
	16 October 1975
	18 February 1976
	Unitary Authority: Council for the Isles of Scilly
	None

	Kent Downs
	878
	19 December 1967
	23 July 1968
	Counties: Kent

Districts: Dover, Sevenoaks, Shepway, 

Borough: Ashford, Gravesham, Maidstone, Swale, Tonbridge & Malling, Bromley London 

Unitary authorities: Medway, Bromley

City council: Canterbury,
	the Dover-Folkestone and South Foreland Heritage Coast (14km) and abuts the Surrey Hills AONB

	Lincolnshire Wolds
	558
	6 February 1973
	17 April 1973
	Counties: Lincolnshire

Districts: East Lindsey, West Lindsey

Unitary authorities: North East Lincolnshire
	None

	Malvern Hills
	105
	25 March 1959
	22 October 1959
	Counties: Gloucestershire, Worcestershire

Districts: Forest of Dean, Malvern Hills

Unitary authorities: County of Herefordshire
	None

	Mendip Hills
	198
	14 February 1972
	1 December 1972
	Counties: Somerset

Districts: Mendip, North Somerset, Sedgemoor

Unitary authorities:, Bath and NE Somerset
	None

	boundary variation
	
	2 June 1988
	5 November 1989
	
	

	Nidderdale
	603
	8 October 1992
	14 February 1994
	Counties: North Yorkshire

Districts: Hambleton, Richmondshire

Borough: Harrogate
	abuts the Yorkshire Dales National Park

	Norfolk Coast
	451
	28 November 1967
	8 April 1968
	Counties: Norfolk

Districts: North Norfolk, 

Boroughs: Kings Lynn & West Norfolk, Great Yarmouth
	The Broads incorporates part of the small eastern outlier of the AONB.  The North Norfolk Heritage Coast (64 km)

	North Devon
	171
	10 September 1959
	25 May 1960
	Counties: Devon

Districts: North Devon, Torridge
	none

	North Pennines
	1,983
	7 December 1978
	7 June 1988
	Counties: Cumbria, 
Districts: Eden, 

City: Carlisle

Unitary: Northumberland, Durham
	abuts the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

	Northumberland Coast
	135
	22 January 1958
	21 March 1958
	Unitary: Northumberland


	none

	North Wessex Downs
	1,730
	6 December 1971
	1 December 1972
	Counties: Hampshire, Oxfordshire, 

Districts: South Oxfordshire, Vale of the White Horse, 

Borough: Basingstoke & Deane, Test Valley, Swindon

Unitary Authorities: West Berkshire, Wiltshire Council 
	abuts the Chilterns AONB 

	Quantock Hills
	99
	9 May 1956
	1 January 1957
	Counties: Somerset

Districts: Sedgemoor, Taunton Deane, West Somerset
	none

	Shropshire Hills
	804
	29 July 1958
	11 March 1959
	Unitary authorities: Telford and Wrekin Council, Shropshire Council 
	

	Solway Coast
	115
	10 September 1964
	12 December 1964
	Counties: Cumbria

Boroughs: Allerdale, 
City: Carlisle
	none

	South Devon
	337
	10 September 1959
	2 August 1960
	Counties: Devon

Districts: South Hams

Unitary authorities: Torbay, Plymouth City council
	South Devon Heritage Coast

	Suffolk Coast and Heaths
	403
	23 October 1969
	4 March 1970
	Counties: Suffolk

Districts: Babergh, Suffolk Coastal, Tendring, Waveney

Borough: Ispwich
	Suffolk Heritage Coast (57km) 

	Surrey Hills
	419
	13 September 1956
	8 May 1958
	Counties: Surrey

Districts: Tandridge, Mole Valley,  

Borough: Guildford, Reigate and Banstead, Waverley
	abuts the Kent Downs and Sussex Downs AONBs

	Tamar Valley
	195
	4 August 1994
	30 August 1995
	Counties: Devon

Districts: South Hams

Borough: West Devon,

Unitary Authorities: Plymouth City Council, Cornwall County
	abuts Dartmoor National Park

	Wye Valley
	326
	24 February 1971
	13 December 1971
	Counties: Gloucestershire

Districts: Forest of Dean

Unitary Authorities: Herefordshire Council, Monmouthshire
	none



