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Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

Application for licence to interfere with a 

badger sett: archaeological investigation / 

preservation of a Scheduled Monument  
	· This form can be completed electronically and emailed to us (details to the right).

· If completing by hand please use dark ink and BLOCK CAPITALS 

· All questions must be answered.  Failure to provide all requested information will delay the processing of your application.  The completed application should be sent to Natural England at the address given to the right. 

· Natural England will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 15 working days of receipt of the completed application and all necessary accompanying documents.

· If you experience any problems completing this application, please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details to the right).
	
	Wildlife Licensing Unit 

Natural England, First Floor
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6EB 

T. 0845 601 4523 

F. 0845 601 3438

E.

wildlife@

naturalengland.org.uk

	Useful Links:

	Website: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx
Email the Wildlife Licensing Unit: wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 


	The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 fully protects badgers and their setts and makes it an offence to kill, injure or take a badger, to cruelly ill-treat a badger or to interfere with a badger sett by

a) damaging a badger sett or any part of it;

b) destroying a badger sett;

c) obstructing access to, or any entrance of, a badger sett;

d) causing a dog to enter a sett; or

e) disturbing a badger when it is occupying a badger sett where the intention is to do any of those things or where a person is reckless as to whether his actions would have any of those consequences.

Under Section 10(1)(e) of the Protection of Badgers Act, Natural England has authority to issue licences to interfere with a badger sett for the purpose of investigating or preserving Scheduled Monuments, where the sett is obstructing archaeological digs or necessary repairs at places scheduled under section 1 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

Please do not use this form if your application is in relation to damage by badgers to Scheduled Monuments where the Monument is not under investigation. Please use Form WML-A01, available from the Wildlife Licensing Unit at the above address or our website. 


	
	This box is for office use only

	
	
	WILD reference no.

Charter Deadline:



	
	
	


	Part A.  Personal Details and Experience

	

	1. Title (eg Mr/Mrs)
	Forename(s)
	Surname

	     
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	(b) Address of applicant
	     

	
	
	     

	
	Town
	     

	
	County
	     
	Postcode
	     

	
	
	
	

	     Tel number (incl. national dialling code)
	     

	
	

	     Fax number (incl. national dialling code)
	     

	
	

	     Mobile number
	     

	
	

	     Email address
	     

	
	

	2.
	Previous applications

	
	

	
	(a)
	Have you applied for a licence under the Protection of Badgers Act before?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	If NO, please go to Question 3 below
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Have any of your previous licences covered the same activities and purpose as this licence application?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	If NO, please go to Question 3 below

If YES, please give the licence number(s) (it is printed at the top of the licence) of any licences you have held in the last three years.

	
	     

	
	

	
	(c)
	Have you changed your address since your last licence was issued?

If YES, please supply the address on your last licence.

	
	     

	
	

	3.
	Qualifications and experience

	
	

	
	Please give brief details below of any experience you have had of dealing with badgers that is of relevance to the proposed activity.

	
	If you do not have sufficient experience, we strongly recommend that you involve a suitably experienced person and they apply for the licence.

	
	     

	
	

	4.
	Consultation

	
	

	
	Have you consulted with anyone in Natural England regarding any aspect of this licence application?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	If YES, please give the name of the contact, date and relevant details stating whether the consultation was verbal or by letter. Please attach a copy of any written consultations.

	
	     

	
	

	5.
	Person(s) to be licensed

	
	

	
	Persons undertaking any licensed action will be named on the licence.

	
	Will anyone other than yourself carry out work permitted by the proposed licence?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	
	If YES, please provide the name and contact details of any person(s) who will be acting under the licence (please continue on separate sheet if necessary).

	
	
	Person 1
	Person 2

	
	Name
	     
	     

	
	Address
	     
	     

	
	Telephone no.
	     
	     

	
	Additional sheet(s) attached?     FORMCHECKBOX 



	PART B  Summary of the proposed work

	
	

	Please provide a summary of the proposed archaeological or preservation work and its potential effect on badgers or their setts.  Please complete each box and attach additional information if appropriate.

	
	

	A more detailed report or method statement, as explained in the Annexe to this form, must also be submitted in support of the application.

	
	

	6.
	Please describe how the badgers are currently obstructing archaeological digs or necessary repairs to the Scheduled Monument. 

	
	     

	
	

	7.
	Please give the full postal address of the land where work is proposed.

	
	Address
	     
	County
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	
	OS 6 figure grid reference of the centre of the site
	     
	
	

	
	e.g. SK 203393
	
	
	

	
	

	8.
	When do you wish to undertake the proposed action? Please note that licences to interfere with a sett are normally issued between July and November (inclusive). Licences outside of this period are only issued in exceptional circumstances due to concerns over the welfare of badgers during their breeding season.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Date from:
	     
	Date to:
	     


	9.
	Effect of the proposed action on badgers and their setts (Please read the Notes on the next page.) Use photocopies of this page if there is insufficient space on one sheet.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Name of sett1
	Type of Sett2
	Type of Interference3
	Method to be used4

	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Additional sheet(s) attached?
     FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	
	
	

	
	NOTES:
1. List each sett that will be affected by the works. Start a new line for each sett. Give the sett the same name as it appears in the Method Statement e.g. A, B, C

2. State whether each sett is main, annexe, subsidiary or outlying. If possible state the level of badger activity at the sett.

3. State whether the badgers will be disturbed or the sett will be destroyed, partially damaged or access obstructed, and state whether you propose to re-open the sett once the works are completed.

4. Give a brief methodology i.e. use of one way gates, use of handheld tools etc. Full details should be given in the method statement. State the type of machinery that will be used and the distance from the nearest sett entrance.



	Part C     Declaration

	

	10.
	Have you, or any persons named in this form, been convicted of any wildlife or animal welfare related offences?
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	
	If YES, please give details, including dates
	     

	
	
	

	11.
	Using and sharing your information

	
	

	
	The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET.
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom we share it and for it to be accurate. It will be used for processing your application.

Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides to you.

We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Natural England, Wildlife Licensing Unit, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB. Tel. 0845 601 4523; Fax. 0845 601 3438; Email  wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk


	
	

	12.
	Declaration

	
	

	
	· I have read and understood the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance with these particulars. 

· Where required, I undertake to obtain permission from landowners/occupiers of land to exercise any licence resulting from this application, and to allow any employee or representative of Natural England to monitor or inspect the work described in this application.

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Signature of applicant
	
	Date
	     


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Name in BLOCK LETTERS
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	
	For electronic applications, please insert an electronic signature above or tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	IMPORTANT ADVICE

Natural England or the Secretary of State can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence.


What happens now? 
An assessment of your application will be made by a Natural England wildlife adviser.  The adviser might contact you if they need to clarify information about your application and the proposed activities. They might also wish to visit the site, in which case they will arrange the visit with you at a mutually convenient time.

Natural England will notify you of the outcome of your application, normally within 15 working days of receiving this application and all the accompanying information. You will receive either a licence or a letter explaining why a licence will not be issued (this might be because a licence is not required, or because further information is needed before a licence decision can be made). 

The Licence 
If you receive a licence it will state: 

• who is authorised to act under the licence, 

• the activities that are permitted under the licence, 

• where the licensed activities may be undertaken, and 

• the time period when you are permitted to carry out the activities. 

Activities carried out under licence are subject to a number of legally binding conditions. These are stated clearly on the licence, and must be adhered to or the licence will be invalid. Conditions vary according to the activity licensed. 

Monitoring 
Natural England monitors a sample of licensed operations to assess the success of licences as well as checking compliance with licence conditions.  If a visit is carried out we will usually contact you in advance. However, we reserve the right to visit whenever it is considered necessary to fully discharge our statutory duties under this legislation.

Licence Returns 
A report of the action taken under licence, including nil returns, must be sent to Natural England within two weeks (14 days) of the expiry of the licence.  Failure to provide a licence report may result in refusal to grant a licence in future.

	ANNEXE       Specification for reports or Method Statements


To accompany this application we require a report or method statement that clearly describes how the proposed work will interfere with the badger setts and also demonstrate how any mitigation work will be carried out.

We would appreciate it if you do not use spiral binding for your report or Method Statement as this affects the ease with which we can scan or copy the document.
All reports must contain the following information (if not already provided in the application form):

1.
Location of archaeological or preservation work
· Give the full postal address of the land where work is proposed.
· Give the six figure grid reference of the centre of the site, including the two grid letters found on the legend or corner of the map i.e. NZ835762.
· Give the name  of the Scheduled Monument

· Provide the County Sites and Monument Record Number (under S1 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979).

2. 
Map and site details

· Include an appropriately scaled map that shows the site location in realtion to the nearest street or town. This map, or an additional larger scale map if necessary, should also show locations of all setts on the site. Aerial photographs of the site are also helpful.

· Setts should be named or numbered and referred to in the legend or report.

· Give the likely status of the setts (whether main, subsidiary, annexe or outliers) and whether they are active or not.  State the number of entrance holes at each sett.

· Indicate and specify which setts are to be disturbed, damaged, destroyed or obstructed.  Specify any setts that will be re-opened at the end of the works.

· Show the location of any mitigation work eg artificial setts, new foraging habitat, water sources etc.

3.
Survey information

Give details (including methods and results) of the survey undertaken to identify the location, number and status of the setts that will be affected by the proposed work.  

4.
Work schedule
Give a detailed schedule for all proposed sett interference, stating how and when each badger sett will be affected and indicating the type of machinery or tools to be used and the distance from the sett(s).  Explain the rationale for the necessary badger interference. The dates of any proposed mitigation work must also be included (if applicable).

5.
Maintenance and monitoring
Explain how you will:

i.
Monitor badger activity to ensure that badgers do not regain access to excluded setts before and during site clearance and sett destruction.

ii.
Monitor the proposed work to ensure that all licence conditions are met.
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